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What is a catchment? 

Use the factsheet Sydney's drinking water catchments  to complete the following. 

 

A ________________________is an area where _______________ is ____________________ 

by the landscape. In a _________________________ all  ____________ and runoff _________ 

eventually flows to a __________,__________,________ or ocean – or into the groundwater 

system. 

 

Where are Sydney’s drinking water catchments? 

There are ____________ main catchments that provide 

drinking water to Sydney and surrounds. They are:  

1. __________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________ 

 

What are the Special Areas? 

Watch the video on Special Areas.  

Special Areas are divided into 2 areas.  

 

What activities are allowed? 

In Schedule 1: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Schedule 2: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.waternsw.com.au/
https://www.waternsw.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/55975/Fact-sheet-and-map-Sydney-drinking-water-catchments.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aUG8OI_3Ag&t=94s
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Discuss why Greater Sydney needs the Special Areas.  

Use the video and factsheet to help you. 
 

Greater Sydney Catchments 

In the Greater Sydney region, WaterNSW manages a 

total of 21 storage dams (11 major dams) that can hold 

more than 2.6 million megalitres of water.  
 

Water for these dams is collected from five catchment areas covering 16,000 square kilometres.  
 

WaterNSW monitors how much rain has fallen to plan for spills and releases.  
 

The amount of water in storage and how much water we are using is continually measured using 

automatic sensors. 
 

Use the data from www.waternsw.com.au/supply/Greater-Sydney/greater-sydney-catchment to 

complete the boxes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The website water data was last updated on:  _______________________. 

 

 

 

 

   

   

1 million litres = 1 megalitre (ML) 

1 000 ML = 1 gigalitre (GL) 

http://www.waternsw.com.au/
http://www.waternsw.com.au/supply/Greater-Sydney/greater-sydney-catchment

