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Marrambidya Bila: The importance of
Murrumbidgee River for Wiradjuri

Wiradjuri Country

Cultural water on Wiradjuri Country

The Wiradjuri (Three River) people are the largest
Aboriginal nation in the Murrumbidgee catchment.

Marrambidya Bila (Murrumbidgee River) is an extremely
important lifeline to the Wiradjuri people. First Nations

peoples in this catchment help plan cultural water flows
to care for significant ecosystems. 
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Hydroelectricity
in Murrumbidgee

Blowering Dam Completed
1968

The Murrumbidgee Valley is home
to many native species, including
threatened plants and animals.
DPIF manages threatened fish. 
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Murrumbidgee Catchment

Water Users

Closest Town:
River:
Dam Size: 
Capacity:
Reservoir:

Native Species

Modernising The Irrigation Network in Murrumbidgee: A
decade long project aiming to save water by implementing 
more efficient irrigation methods.

Managing Water

Local River Projects

Water is a precious resource that is
protected by laws and carefully managed by

three main agencies in NSW.

Fast Facts
Where: Southern NSW

Basin:

Catchment
area:

8% of Murray-
Darling Basin

Contribution
to Basin:

16% of Murray-
Darling Basin

Towns:

Tumut
Tumut
114 m x 747 m
1,604 GL
45 km2

Revegetation Project in the Riverina: A carbon
revegetation project to repair erosion, increase
productivity and improve water quality flowing into the
Murrumbidgee river.

Reconnecting River Country – Murrumbidgee:  Aims for
higher environmental flows, infrastructure upgrades

The federal and state
governments hold

water licenses and plan
how they use water for

the environment.

Local water users can join WaterNSW’s Customer Advisory
Groups (CAGs) and meet regularly to raise issues, provide
advice, and share information.

People rely on releases from Burrinjuck and
Blowering dams for irrigation, town supply, and
environmental flows.

Other
Boundaries

East - Great Dividing Range
West - River Murray floodplain 
North - Lachlan catchment
South - Murray catchment

Econom
y

Key Ecosystem
s

Lowbidgee Floodplain - Largest remaining wetland  
in Murrumbidgee Valley and includes the Gayina
wetland of the Nari Nari people with its rare and
endangered frogs and birds and threatened plants
Fivebough and Tuckerbill Swamps - Both swamps
provide a breeding habitat for 22 identified species
of waterbirds

Burrinjuck DamCompleted
1928

Closest Town:
River: 
Dam Size: 
Capacity:
Reservoir:

Yass
Murrumbidgee
93 m x 233 m
1,025 GL
55 km2

Hydroelectric dams in the
Murrumbidgee catchment
generate enough electricity for
up to 750,000 homes per year as
part of the Snowy Mountains
Scheme.

People Agriculture - Irrigated farming in the lower
catchment produces rice, fruit (eg. grapes),
vegetables, while dryland farming and grazing
dominate the middle and upper catchment
Industry - Meat and fruit processing, grain milling
and wine production

https://www.nrar.nsw.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/6a5fd689b6024c4bb3814b5f1ee5a998
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/publications/murrumbidgee-long-term-water-plan-part-a-catchment
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/publications/murrumbidgee-long-term-water-plan-part-a-catchment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeNatEYKo4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeNatEYKo4M
https://www.waternsw.com.au/about-us
https://www.mdba.gov.au/science-and-knowledge/sustainable-rivers-audit/find-your-valleys-environmental-results#namoi
https://www.mdba.gov.au/science-and-knowledge/sustainable-rivers-audit/find-your-valleys-environmental-results#namoi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpyLBNuytJg
https://youtu.be/m1W2GuoY2h4?si=w8jBF17RaDzXcZ6-
https://www.mdba.gov.au/basin/catchments/southern-basin-catchments/murrumbidgee-catchment
https://www.mdba.gov.au/basin/catchments/southern-basin-catchments/murrumbidgee-catchment
https://www.act.gov.au/
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/Home
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Home
http://www.snowyhydro.com.au/generation/the-snowy-scheme/
http://www.snowyhydro.com.au/generation/the-snowy-scheme/
https://www.waternsw.com.au/nsw-dams/regional-nsw-dams/blowering-dam
https://thewaterchannel.tv/videos/blowering-dam-documentary-part-1/
https://thewaterchannel.tv/videos/blowering-dam-documentary-part-1/
https://thewaterchannel.tv/videos/blowering-dam-documentary-part-1/
https://www.flow-mer.org.au/a-collection-of-threatened-and-migratory-species-of-the-murrumbidgee-valley
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HtNeDcaYAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3DMx738urM
https://www.water.nsw.gov.au/sdlam/murrumbidgee-project-reconnecting-river-country-program?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/cewh/water-region/murrumbidgee-river-valley
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/water-for-the-environment/catchments/murrumbidgee
https://www.waternsw.com.au/about-us/our-business/customer-advisory-groups
https://www.waternsw.com.au/about-us/our-business/customer-advisory-groups
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ecosystem/our-research/rivers-and-wetlands/lowbidgee-wetlands-murray-darling-basin-nimmie-caira
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ecosystem/our-research/rivers-and-wetlands/lowbidgee-wetlands-murray-darling-basin-nimmie-caira
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ecosystem/our-research/rivers-and-wetlands/lowbidgee-wetlands-murray-darling-basin-nimmie-caira
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/wetlands/internationally-significant-wetlands/fivebough-and-tuckerbil-swamps
https://www.waternsw.com.au/nsw-dams/regional-nsw-dams/burrinjuck-dam
https://gspenergy.com.au/burrinjuck-power-station
https://gspenergy.com.au/burrinjuck-power-station
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGJeywOh5vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGJeywOh5vg
https://irrigationleadermagazine.com/murrumbidgee-irrigation/
https://www.rga.org.au/where-is-rice-grown
https://www.mirrigation.com.au/home/produce-profile-wine-grapes
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/climate/climate-vulnerability-assessment/broadacre-cropping/dryland-and-irrigated-wheat
https://www.paraway.com.au/our-stations/southern-nsw/mungadal/

	Marrambidya Bila: The importance of Murrumbidgee River for Wiradjuri
	Burrinjuck Dam
	Hydroelectricity in Murrumbidgee
	Revegetation Project in the Riverina: A carbon revegetation project to repair erosion, increase productivity and improve water quality flowing into the Murrumbidgee river.

