
Blowering Dam
FACT SHEET

Height:  114 m 

Length:  747 m 

Water depth:  91 m 

Full supply level: 379 m above 
sea level

Storage capacity: 1,628,000 ML 

Surface area:  4,460 ha 

Catchment area:  1,606 km² 

Spillway capacity: 230,000 ML 
per day

• Blowering Dam was built to store water released upstream for
electricity generation in the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric
Scheme and release it for agriculture in the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area.

• Construction of the dam began in 1964 and was completed in 1968.
The dam was named after a nearby property, ‘Blowering Station’.

• The dam has a surface area of 4,460 ha, equivalent to more than
6,000 football fields. The dam wall has a height of 114 m, taller than
a 35-storey building.

• The extra water released into the Murrumbidgee River system
opened up 95,000 ha of irrigated agriculture on the river’s southern
banks, known as the Coleambally Irrigation Area.

• In addition to irrigated agriculture, the dam provides water for
town supplies, industry and domestic requirements, environmental
flows, flood mitigation and recreation.

• To meet modern day safety standards and increase dam safety in
the event of extreme flooding, an upgrade was completed in 2010.
Construction involved raising the dam wall to its current height of
114 m and raising the training walls on the sides of the spillway.

FACTS AND FIGURES

WaterNSW is the state’s bulk water supplier and river operator. We supply two thirds of water used in NSW from our 42 
dams, rivers and pipelines to regional towns, irrigators and local water utilities.

DID YOU KNOW?

Blowering Dam is famous as 
the site where Ken Warby set 
the world water speed record 
in 1978.  His record of 511.1 km 
per hour still stands today.



Visit Blowering Dam 
Blowering Dam is one of the biggest dams in the state and is located on the Tumut River, about 13 km upstream 
of Tumut on the southern slopes of NSW. Walk across the dam wall for spectacular valley and forest views north 
towards Tumut and south across the reservoir fringed by the rugged bushland of Kosciuszko National Park. Entry 
to the dam is free and is open 24 hours a day, all year round.

Activities

   If you have questions about visiting Blowering Reservoir, we recommend you contact the Tumut Visitor 
Centre by phone on (02) 6947 7025 or email tumutrvc@environment.nsw.gov.au..

Blowering Reservoir is a popular destination 
for water sports and fishing enthusiasts, 
nature lovers, bushwalkers, campers and 
picnickers. The lake is home to Murray cod, 
golden perch (yellow belly) and silver perch. 
There are open and grassy camping grounds 
on the northern foreshore in Kosciuszko 
National Park, each with a boat ramp, picnic 
tables, barbecues, toilets and carpark. The 
Blowering Falls walking track offers changing 
views of the dam as it climbs the hillsides 
above the reservoir to reach Blowering Falls.

Contact us
Call us on 1300 662 077   
Visit us at waternsw.com.au 
Follow us on  @WaterNSW

Camping

Water sports

Picnic areas

Fishing

Boat ramp

Toilets

Bushwalking 

Swimming

Driving times  
Wagga Wagga:    2 hours 
Albury: 2 hours 30 minutes        
Leeton:         3 hours 30 minutes 
Sydney:     5 hours 15 minutes 

Locality in NSW 


